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The Coward of Thermopylae. By Caroline Dole Snedeker. 
New York: Doubleday, Page & Co., ion. $1.20. 

The mere paucity of Greek historical novels would probably warrant a 
brief notice of a new work of this kind, whatever its merits might be. If this 
is true, the book under consideration would require a rather extensive notice, 
if it were to be commensurate with its merits. 

The "coward," who paradoxically is the hero of the novel, is Aristodemos, 
the sole survivor of the band of Leonidas at Thermopylae, according to 
Herodotus. We are also told by Herodotus how he was hated thereafter by 
the Spartans because of his apparent cowardice, and how this hatred did not 
cease even when he proved himself a real hero at the battle of Plataea. These 
and a few additional statements of Herodotus furnish the main points of the 
story. The author has taken some discreet liberties with history, but very 
few in comparison with the usual historical novel, and it is very gratifying to 
note that she has avoided romance. 

The charm and chief value of the book lie in its delineations of Greek 
character and life. The contrast between the spirit of Athens and that of 
Sparta is clearly shown, and Spartan life is admirably portrayed. The military 
and religious spirit of Sparta; Greek peasant life; Delphi and incidentally the 
methods used by Apollo's priests to obtain the prophecies from the god; the 
pathetic inability of the Greek city-states to band together — these are some 
of the subjects which are clearly portrayed. They combine to make the book 
a source of profit and pleasure to the young and of pleasure at least, to older 
readers. 

Earl W. Murray 

The University op Kansas 



The Essentials of Greek Syntax. An Outline of the Ordinary Prose 
Constructions, Together with Exercises in Composition Based 
on Xenophon, Lysias, and Plato's Apology. By Charles 
Christopher Mierow, Ph.D., Instructor in Classics in 
Princeton University. Boston, New York, Chicago, London: 
Ginn & Co., 1911. Pp. vii+165. 
The first sixty pages of this book are taken up with statements of the 
ordinary constructions of Greek prose, in compact form, with one or more 
examples in each case to illustrate the rule, and with references to four gram- 
mars for fuller details — Goodwin, Hadley-Allen, Babbitt, and Goodell. The 
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